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Abstract:

Hadtth is considered as the primary source of Islamic Shar’ah. The research on Hadith
has a great importance in the fields of Islamic research and legacy. Numerous scholars
of Hadith have served this branch of knowledge. Due to the vast and multi-dimensional
nature of Hadith, it has been classified into a number of branches of which “llm Gharib
al-Hadith” is one such branch. It acquaints us with the unidentified, mysterious,
unfamiliar and vernacular words and structures in Hadith. A good number of scholars of
Hadith has contributed to this field among whom lbn Athir Al-Jazari is one of the most
prominent and authentic names. His book “al-Nihaya fi Gharib al-Hadith” is a valuable
resource of knowledge and interpretation for other related works. The present study
aims to analyze the contribution and the impact of Ibn Athir and his works on the field
of al-Nihaya fi Gharib al-Hadith. Ibn Athir belonged to Shafi school of thought and Tafsir,
Hadith, jurisprudence and Arabic language were his areas of special interest. His
scholarly work is an important resource of knowledge in Islamic research, especially in
the field of “Gharib al-Hadith”. Descriptive and analytical methods have been used to
analyze the impact of Ibn Athir’s work. The present paper is an attempt to fulfill the
intellectual needs of the scholar’s working in the field of Hadith.
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