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Manifestations of Interfaith Harmony in Ottoman Empire
Abstract

The Ottoman Empire is a remarkable sign of human prosperity, welfare, religious harmony
and tolerance in the history of the nations. It highlights the ideal and splendid relationship
between the Muslim ruling majority and all the minorities irrespective of their religions and
cultural norms. This great Muslim Dynasty comprised of six centuries and three continents.
The Non-Muslims had absolute religious, social, economic and political freedom. They did
not face any prejudice and hatred rather they were given all types of security and protection
in observing their multi-dimensional rights. The educated Non-Muslims enjoyed all the high
ranks according to their profile. They were not only allowed to observe their religious
obligations rather they were insured and secured to do so. They had the liberty to build up
their worship places. In the Ottoman Empire, the Non-Muslims enjoyed all the basic facilities
of education and health. They were free to lead a hassle free social and economic life. The
great Muslim dynasty did not force any of its subjects to abandon his believes and accept the
Muslim commandments. But, unfortunately, some segments of the modern world, especially
a group of orientalists do not admit and accept this bright phase of the Muslim history.
Today, they are of the opinion that the Muslims have been and are causing, promoting and
propagating religious extremism, terrorism and Non-Muslim Killing. It is the need of the
literary and scholarly circles to bring forth the true and bright face of the Muslims with
reference to a genuine and impartial study and analysis of the historical references. The
following research article has been compiled to fulfill this present day need of the intellectual
world.
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“He little thought that by his impulsive and chivalrous act he had
taken the first step towards founding an empire that was destined
to endure in undiminished glory for three centuries, and which
even now, when more than six hundred years have elapsed.”?
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*“ Perhaps no more daring experiment has been tried on a large-scale
upon the face of the earth than that embodied in the Ottoman Ruling
Institution. Its nearest ideal analogue is found in the Republic of Plato,
its nearest actual parallel in the Mameluke system of Egypt; but it was
not restrained within the aristocratic Hellenic limitations of the first,
and it subdued and outlived the second. In the United States of
America men have risen from the rude work of the backwoods to the
presidential chair, but they have done so by their own effort and not
through the gradations of a system carefully organized to push them
forward. It never asked its novices, “Who was your father?” or “What
do you know?” or even “Can you speak our tongue?”; but it studied
their faces and their frames and said, “You shall be a soldier, and if
you show yourself worthy, a general,” or, “You shall be a scholar and
a gentleman, and if the ability lies in you, a governor and a prime

minister.”*
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“The Turks and the Hungarians were at war; George Brankovich

sought out John Hunyadi and asked him, “If you are Victorious, what

will you do?”“Establish the Roman Catholic faith “was the answer.

Then he sought out the Sultan and asked him, “If you come out

Victorious, what will you do with our religion?”, “By the side of every

mosque shall stand a church and every man shall be free to pray in

whichever he chooses” was the reply of Ottoman Sultan” *2
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“The first patriarch after the Turkish conquest received from the hands
of the Sultan himself the pastoral staff, which was the sign of his office,
together with a purse of a thousand golden ducats and a horse with
gorgeous trappings, on which he was privileged to ride with his train
through the city. But not only was the head of the Church treated with all
their sect he had been accustomed to receive from the Christian
emperors, but further he was invested with extensive civil power. The
patriarch's court sat to decide all cases between Greek and Greek: it
could impose fines, imprison offender sin a prison provided for its own
special use, and in some case seven condemn to capital punishment:
while the ministers and officials of the government were directed to
enforce its judgments.”*3
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“In my dealings with the Greeks I found out that they loved the Turks

better than us, in any case | myself trust the Turks more than I do the
Greeks because it seemed to me that the Greeks dislike the Christians
belonging to the Rooman Chirch”?!
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“Further, the Christian subjects of the Turkish empire had to pay the
capitation-tax, in return for protection and in lieu of military service.
The rates fixed by the Ottoman law were 2|, 5 and 10 piaster’s a head
for every full-grown male, according to his income, women and the
clergy beingexempt.5 In the nineteenth century the rates were 15,
30and 60 piaster’s, according to income” Christian writers of the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries generally speak of this tax as being
a ducat a head," but it is also variously described as amounting to 3, 5
or 5 x 7/8crowns or dollars.”?
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" The social communication between the two communities was further
signified by their common dress, as the Cretans of both creeds dressed
so much hake that the distinction was often not even recognized by
residents of long standing or by Greeks of the neighboring islands.*®"

=& S LS olo ol —w w9uSH e logac Glaluws LiS1"

osl oMo Juo Girdilre S (o098 Loes Ol bae Slej pel b

olis ~S g5 ULy Lunl Guld IS ol A5 g5 Bgy b Lo 0 Ob

o 23l Gl S vaxiz el sol Sol g inyw Do

" S 5S G Sleial Hleass S yosluse ol ygiloluin
Slles oo ol
oo Ol - 85 Gl b SKal @ Oleesy S plae g 9 plis Uuo ~sileie cédls
p98 S5 Sl aniliz - a3 Ly oo 3> S Cuood - g5 Bl Ll up cudms Gurdo
Cadem S G Sl oS Ol il 09 85 1 08S 09 ~S B> lazey w0 s eSS
Salog b el (05 oy b 2 Sol edes Gladws ol Slue LilgyS Bylrin —w



16

S uS OI . ce" ul.,.S). Y L_:|.>| 9 PO é QI -cej CZGS) e 95 C’Lll9) o
sl S OB Gao 05 po8 S Lol SIS bosde 535 el ALy 1S Cugasd

"The Christian and Muhammad an Albanians alike, just as they speak
the same language, so do they cherish the same traditions, and observe
the same manners and customs ; and pride in their common nationality
has been too strong a bond to allow differences of religious belief to
split the nation into separate communities on this basis.”%’
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