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Defining Religion and Complications in its Definition in
Modern Western Thought: Critical Assessment
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Abstract:

Religion has always been a major area of study in modern sociological studies in
the west. Defining religion has also been a challenge for the modern western
scholarship. What Religion is and what is not? Many definitions are produced in
the response to this question. Consequently, we find different definitions of
religion that are not only competing but sometimes contradicting each other. In
this article, we tried to understand the background of the differences of western
approaches on the definition of religion and its consequences on sociological
studies of religion. The comparison of these definitions reveals that agreed-upon
definition was never the objective of these studies and these were scholarly
assumptions not an output of sociological study of religion. Hence, we cannot
accept them as a result of discourse but it may provide initial bases to start
research in the field.
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“Spirituality can defined as a state of being related to a
divine, supernatural or transcendent order of reality or,
alternatively, as a sense of or awareness of a super reality
that goes beyond life as ordinarily experience.”10
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“Religion is a shared meaning system which grounds its

answers to questions of meaning in the postulated
existence of a grate environing reality and its related sets

of practices and social organization.”14
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“Religion i1s a unified system of beliefs and practices
relative to sacred things, that is to say, things set apart and
forbidden . . . beliefs and practices which unite into one
single moral community called a Church all those who

adhere to them.”
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[Religion is] “a system of symbols which acts establish
powerful, pervasive, and long lasting moods and
motivations in men by formulating conceptions of a

general order of existence and clothing these conceptions
with such an aura of factuality that the moods and

. . .17

motivations seem uniquely realistic.
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