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Abstract:

The materialistic interpretation of historical incidents has become an established
method of interpreting history not for the historians but also for those
Orientalists who often appear to explain the important incidents of Islamic
history in the light of historical materialism. In this article an attempt has been
made to analyze the views of those Orientalists who have tried to interpret the
wars fought in the life of Holy Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W) on materialistic
grounds and have tried to prove that the real purpose of Prophet's struggle was
to establish his own rule in an independent state where all his desires could be
fulfilled without any opposition. Writers, who try to fit the life and teachings of
the Prophet (S.A.W) in the frame of historical materialism, appear to overlook
the very essence of his teachings. While applying such ideas to the life of the
Prophet, some Orientalists even try to smear his character by saying that the
purpose of all his struggles was to gain power and authority which he finally
achieved in Madinah. In this research paper the views of such writers (who
either try to prove Prophet Mukammad (S.A.W) a power thirsty warrior or
portray him as a common man, overpowered by his desires) have been analyzed
in the light of historical facts, Qur’an and Hadith.

Keywords: Prophet of Islam; Wars fought in Prophetic Era; Orientalists;
Materialistic Interpretation of Sirah.
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Much has been said of Mahomet's propagating his Religion

by the sword. It is no doubt far nobler what we have to

boast of the Christian Religion, that it propagated itself
peaceably in the way of preaching and conviction.
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It is certainly one of the most convincing proofs that
Mohammadenism was no other than a human invention,

that it owed its progress and establishment almost entirely
to the sword; and it is one of the strongest demonstrations
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of the divine origin of Christianity, that it prevailed against
all the force and powers of the world by the mere dint of its
own truth.”
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It was in Medina that Islam took shape as an institution,
and at the same time as a fighting organization whose war
trumpet sounds through the whole later history of Islam.
The erstwhile devoted martyr, who had preached patient
submission to his faithful Meccan followers scorned by
their fellow citizens, is now organizing warlike
undertakings.®
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He brought the sword into the world, and it is not only with
the staff of his mouth that he smites the world, and not
only with the breath of his lips that he kills the Godless, it
Is a true war trumpet which he sounds, it is the bloody
sword which he wields to bring about his kingdom.

According to an Islamic tradition giving a correct account

of his life, he is said to be known in the Torah as “the

prophet of battle and war”.*?
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