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Abstract
Women have been oppressed, subjugated and degraded

in the history of the world. However, During the last
century, they started to establish their rights and made
attempts to end discrimination and injustice against them
in the form of women’s movement called Feminism.
Feminism is a multidisciplinary conceptual framework
to combat global challenges faced by women. This
movement tended to concentrate on problems of women
in their reproductive and social roles .It emerges from
different geographical locations within their local socio-
cultural environment. In the Western social contexts, the
feminist movement had an enormous impact on
women’s struggle for their social and legal rights, over
the last two centuries. World wars of twentieth
century,anti-colonial movements, developments of social
welfare systems and women’s economic autonomy has
enabled this half of mankind to speak up for itself. And
In most places, their voices have led to changes in the
social fabric. Feminist ideology is highly queried and
contested. This movement as like other social
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movements had drawn controversies too. However, at
the same time, it has achieved significant success in the
political, social, and legal fields for women. Whether it
was winning the place in universal suffrage or having
the civil rights. Feminism as a socio-political movement
has created quite a stir in the male-streamed world,
especially in the western countries .Moreover,It was
initiated with indigenous instruments in different
societies and cultures .One such instance is Islamic
feminism where Muslim women are reclaiming their
rights through Islam and Quran and in its effect
liberating Muslim women from patriarchy .This paper
mainly discusses the evolution of feminism in different
eras and cultures of the world.
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"Feminism is the theory of political, economic and social equality of
sexes"
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""Feminism believes and aims that women should have the equal
rights, power, and opportunities as provided to men''.
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"Feminism is a discourse that involves various movements,

theories and philosphies which are concerned with issues of gender

difference, advocate equality for women and campaign for women

rights and interests."”
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"Feminism is the system of ideas and Political Practices based on the
principle that women are human beings equal to men. Feminism may
be the most wide ranging social movement in history, effecting
change in the institution, stratification practices and culture of nearly
all societies'® "
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"Feminism attempts to transform women from object to subject,

specifically with respect to knowledge. In other words, Feminism

and by extension feminist activism is about centering the lives of

11
women"
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