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Abstract

By preserving and narrating hadith, a chain of narrators was started to
maintain its authenticity. When the experts of hadith realized that some
unreliable transmitters might try to fabricate Hadith, this work started more
systematically. Even the chain gradually attained such importance that every
Muhaddith was concerned much about it .In the second century of Hijra, when
the teaching and learning of hadith became the standard of honor and great
respect, some people devoted their lives to this work. They travelled to many
countries of world and obtained the knowledge of Hadith from prominent
scholars of their time. Experts of Asma-ul-Rijal awarded them the certificate of
holding the highest position of trust and credibility. The chains having such
trustworthy transmitters are considered to be of higher rank than others. Among
such traditions there is also one "Malik an-Ndfi' an-lbn e Umar". Due to the
reliability of its narrators, Imam Bukhari and many other Muhaddithin considered
it as "golden chain".

When some of the Orientalists started raising objections to the Prophetic
Hadith, they criticized the narrators of the Hadith as well. Especially the narrators
who were declared trustworthy and reliable by Muslim scholars. For this, they
especially criticized Abu Huraira from among the companions and Imam Zuhri
among the Successors. The chain of hadith, (Malik an-Nafi' an-lbn e Umar)
“golden chain” was also seriously criticized by Joseph Schacht and Juynboll etc. In
this article, a comparative study of the viewpoints of the Muhaddithin and the
Orientalists regarding the chain “Malik an-Nafi' an-lbn e Umar” is presented.
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"But as Nafi' died in A.H.117 or thereabouts, and malik in A.H.179, their
association can have taken place, even at the most generous estimate,
only when malik was little more than a boy."
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"l prefer to believe that such passages indicate that Malik really did meet and hear from
Nafi."
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"As Nafi' was a freedman of Ibn 'Umar, the isnad Nafi' Ibon Umar is a
‘family isnad', a fact which, as we have seen, is generally an indication of
the spurious character of the traditions in question. We saw further that
Nafi' oftenalternates with Salim, 'Abdallah b. Dinar, and Zuhri, in other
words, that these transmitters of traditions from Ibn ‘Umar appear at
random. This makes us doubt whether the historical Nafi' is responsible for
everything that was ascribed to him in the following generation, and we
shall find this doubt confirmed later in this chapter."6
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"If a statement of a father about his son or vice versa, or a wife
about her husband, or a friend about a friend, or a colleague about a
colleague is always unacceptable, then on what basis could a biography

16 -The Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, P177.



possibly be written? Early scholars researched this category thoroughly
and dismissed suspect isnad and ahadith. It is therefore unnecessary to
refer further to the examples Schacht advances in this part of his case."!’
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31- Aazmi, Muhammad Mustafa, On Schacht,s Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence,Sohail Academy, Lahore, p116

32- Nafi the Maula of Ibn e Umar and his position in Muslim Hadith Literature,p218.
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35- Aazmi, Muhammad Mustafa, On Schacht,s Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence,Sohail Academy, Lahore

36 - Ansari, Zafar Ishaqg, The Authenticity of Traditions:ACritique of Joseph Schacht,s Argument e silentio, Hamdard
Islamics,7 (1984),51-61.

37- Ansari, Zafar Ishag The Early Development of Islamic Figh in Kufah with special reference to the works of Abu Yousuf
and Shaibani, Ph D Thesis Mcgill University,1966.p237-241; The Authenticity of Traditions:ACritique of Joseph
Schacht,s Argument e silentio, Hamdard Islamics,7 (1984),56-57.
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