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Vani: A Custom against the women rights in Pakistan
(With special reference to Islamic Sharia)
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Abstract

This paper studies the custom of Vani (giving female(s) in compensation for
crime and settling of dispute). It is a usually child marriage custom in tribal/Hilly
areas of Pakistan. Besides tribal areas, it is widely followed/practiced in different
areas of Pakistan and known with difference of name. This is an old age
tradition. This custom is tied to blood feuds among the different tribes and clans,
where the young girls are forcibly married to the members of different clans to
resolve the feuds. When compromise is sought between two belligerent tribes
this tradition is followed to avoid further bloodshed. Habitually Vani is affected in
the cases of murder, kidnapping and robbery. With reference to its
implementation, it is of three types. Inequality/discrimination, law disregard,
Poor education, poorness, landlord system etc. are fundamental reasons for
existence of such type norms. Generally speaking; it has become an evil of the
society. This is an un-Islamic Practice as Islam provided for pardon, killing for
Killing or blood money in a murder dispute. Similarly, it has different
comprehensive laws about every clash. But there is no example/direction in
Islam to give Wani to settle a heated discussion. So, it is needed to not only
awake the heartfelt public about such type customs but also allocate their
influence to stop it.

Keywords:women rights; Pakistan; Sharia; Vani
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"Swara means a female rider,but in traditional terminology it
refers to a girl given over to the aggrieved family as
compensation for blood"(<)
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"In a throwback to medieval time "Swara" blood price is still
practiced in Pakistan. Women and girls, even babes in their
cradles, are given away in marriages as compensation for
crimes committed by their men folk" (A)
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Poor education leads to manual types of occupation which are
usually low paid.This itself results in economic deprivation,which causees

many tensions in the family.When these tensions mount to the explosion
point,little may be needed to incite the indivisual to violent behaviour(<¥)-
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