Al-Azva £l p2Y)
ISSN 2415-0444; E- ISSN 1995-7904
Volume 33, Issue,49, 2018
Published by Sheikh Zayed Islamic Centre,
University of the Punjab, Lahore, 54590 Pakistan.

A Study of the Issue of Infallibility of Prophets, in Talmad & the Holy
Qur’an

*hlae (358 s
**kJlae daaa

Abstract

The Talmud is a central text of Rabbinic Judaism. This study examines the issue of
infallibility of Prophets in Talmud and its comparison with Holy Quran. The Talmud is the
source from which the code of Jewish Halakhah (law) is inferred. It is comprised of the
Mishnah and the Gemara. The Mishnah is the first composed form of the oral law and
the Gemara is the record of the rabbinic discourses following this recording.
‘Ismah or ‘Isma (Arabic: “xlac; literally, "protection") is the concept of incorruptible
innocence, immunity from sin, or moral infallibility in theology. Ismah means "the ability
of avoiding acts of disobedience, in spite of having the power to commit them" An
infallible (Arabic: ¢ 2= Ma’sdm) is someone who is free from error in leading people to
belief, in perceiving divine knowledge, and in practical matters. Though Judaism
recognizes the high standing of Prophethood and the merits of prophets in the Talmud,
it still abounds in serious misdeeds and major sins which do not beseem not only
prophets but also any decent person. According to Quran Prophets must be immune
from all errors and sins in order to perform their mission of upholding and promoting
the divine religion, and establishing a wholesome social system.

Key words: Infallibility of Prophets, Talmad, Holy Qur’an.
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“MOSES received the Torah (the Law) at Sinai and
passed it on to Joshua, Joshua to the Elders, the Elders to
the Prophets, and the Prophets passed it on to the men of
the Great Assembly. They said three things: Be patient in
rendering decisions; bring forth many disciples; and make
a fence around the Torah”.*
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“THE "Talmud" is a collection of early Biblical discussions,
with the comments of generations of teachers who devoted
their lives to the study of the Scriptures. It is an

40



anllae 1S s (18 5 2 5alli elasi) Cranae Al-Azva

encyclopaedia of law, civil and penal, human and divine. It is
more, however, than a mere book of laws. It records the
thoughts, rather than the events, of a thousand years of the
national life of the Jewish people ; all their oral traditions,
carefully gathered and preserved with a love devout in its

trust and simplicity”. °
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“Adam died, nine hundred and thirty years old, when Lemech

was sixty-five years of age.....Adam died because he had

eaten of the fruit of the tree of knowledge, and through his sin
must all his descendants likewise die, even as the Lord has
spoken”.’
Jus iy o (S S KLl e jee (S Jhe af s 53 40
WS Je 8 Gl S 0 5808 5 el &S Gy A Gl Dl (S aal (68
NS s G e b ol Gl o (S Gl e SO S Gl L
= \5\% d}.a .A.'I)\.Ji
W‘Wgaﬁéew\ﬁﬁl‘;ﬁjﬂsg’u)ﬁﬁﬂ*‘/_—““:’)\%‘; o
}Jb}fLJSM(bL@.Sd@_JLSACJAMDJM) ougo}‘/__'lu.u\ )g\ﬁc\_uohg\s
pslra | ju (S ol S o Citda jy Sige (S O apilin A Sige gy ol
S35y W e S Jed b (S ) o Jled SO Gl gl (o s
P sl g2 s S slog 8 a5 Gole o o8 2 e Chuals

42



anllae 1S s (18 5 2 5alli elasi) Cranae Al-Azva

o Sl 5l AS o Slaills (S i A 55 NS S S G 3
ook iy Ll S S g 5S Y51 (g T aelill S Gl e e (S
@ﬁﬁéﬁﬁ,\aﬁuaﬁﬁsdu%@b\}c&w\ -511,51,33)\)5)@::1_'5
UJLQ‘:J\JC'J::L'S\SQ\ JJ\C@JJ@;,\_@;J,\SL_JG@&)EISJJEU%A
= AR U
L) el 5 e e A S
B DB TR R TR A IR SO P
S PS8l ) nenl oy sl 2 BS dae (DS o2 et sa )
L S G a0 1S o s
sl sl 7 58 S pdas
= S e 25l a2 )b ST 5 G pan
“ Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord ; and God selected
Noah and his family from all the people of the earth, to keep
them alive through the destruction which He designed”. **
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“And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year of
the life of Noah, that the only righteous ones left in that
generation were Methusaleh, and Noah with his family. Then
the word of the Lord came to Methusaleh and Noah, saying :"
Go forth, proclaim to all mankind, | Thus saith the Lord. Turn
from your evil inclinations”. *2
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Noah and Methusaleh went forth and spoke these words of the
Lord to the people. Every day, from morning until night, they
addressed the people, but the people heeded not their words.™
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And again the Lord spoke to Methusaleh and Noah, saying
:"Once more call mankind to repentance; call once again, ere
my punishment falls upon the people.” *°
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And the people came to the ark and clung to it, and cried to
Noah for help, but he answered them : "For a hundred and
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twenty years | entreated ye to follow my words ; alas, 'tis now
too late "'’
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Then Noah addressed the Eternal in prayer :
*'0O Lord, | beseech Thee, save us now! Without strength
to face this great calamity, we come to Thee..... And God
answered Noah, saying : "At the close of the year thou and
thy family may go forth out of the ark." *° ;
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“Now Lot possessed large herds of cattle, for God had
prospered him in his undertakings. And it happened' that
the herdsmen of Lot and the herdsmen of Abram
quarreled and disputed in regard to rights of pasturage
and water, and they strove one with the other. .... Thou
knowest that | am but a stranger and sojourner in this
land, and thou shouldst bid thy servants to be heedful.” %
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"Let there be no strife between us, for we arc near relations,
yet we must separate, Go thou whither thou choose thy
dwelling-place where thou wilt, thou and thy cattle and all
thy possessions, but bide no longer with me. %
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At another time a certain poor man entered Sodom, and as
everybody refused to give him food, he was very nearly
starved to death when Lot's daughter chanced to meet him,
For many days she supported him, carrying him bread
whenever she went to draw water for her father. ......
Another maiden, who assisted a poor stranger, was smeared
with honey, and left to be stung to death by bees. %*
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“Ishmael, the son of Hagar and Abraham, was very fond of
hunting and field sports. ..... she made many complaints to
Abraham of the boy's doings, and urged him to dismiss both
Hagar and Ishmael from his tent, and send them to live at
some other place”. %
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“He reached Ishmael’s dwelling-place about noontime, and
found that his son was away from home, hunting. He was rudely
treated by Ishmael’s wife, who did not know him, and who
refused him the bread and water which he asked for”. ?’
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“My father intends to sacrifice his son Isaac for a burnt
offering ; therefore, |1 will be his heir, for am | not his
firstborn son ?" Nay," answered Eleazer, " thy father
drove thee forth that thou shouldst not inherit his
possessions ; to me, his faithful servant, will all his
wealth descend”. %
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“When this command was delivered to Abraham, chief
among the many griefs and anxieties which oppressed his

mind, was the necessity of separating Isaac from his mother.

He could not tell her of his intention, and yet the lad was

Always with her”. %
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"Thy son is growing to manhood, and he has not yet learned
the service of heaven. To-morrow | will take him with me to
learn the ways of the Lord, with Shem and Eber." *
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Oh, my son, my son ! how can | allow thec to wandei from
me; my only child, my pride, my hope."” Then turning to
Abraham she said : "Watch carefully the lad, for he is young
and tender ; let him not travel in the heat, nor journey so as to
weary his frame. **
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When Abraham heard these words he wept bitterly, but Isaac
continued with a firm voice : " Now quickly, father, do the
will of God." ..... May this blood be considered even as the
blood of my son, offered as a sacrifice before the Lord." And
so through the entire sacrificial service Abraham prayed

:"May this be received even as the blood of my son,offered as
a, burnt-offering before the Lord." *
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“Sarah's heart was stronger for grief than joy. These tidings
and the revulsion in her feelings killed her; she died and was
gathered to her people. And when Abraham and Isaac
returned and found the dead body of Sarah, they lifted up
their voices in bitter lamentation, and all their servants joined
with Abraham and Isaac in grief for the departed”. *°
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“Abraham died at the age of one hundred and seventy-one years.
And when the inhabitants of Canaan learned of his decease they,
with all its kings and princes, hastened to do honour to his
remains, and all his relatives, who lived in Charan, and the sons
of his concubines, came also to the funeral And lIsaac and
Ishmael buried him in the cave of Machpelah, and all who knew
him mourned for him a year”. *®
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“When Jacob arrived in Charan he told his uncle laban how
Eliphas, the son of Esau, had despoiled him, and bursting into
tears, proclaimed himself a beggar."Then," said Laban, "
surely thou art my bone and my flesh. | will take care of thee
even though thou art penniless”. *°
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“Then the inhabitants of Shechem made a great feast, an

occasion of joyousness, dancing? singing, and merriment ol all

kinds, and all the daughters of the land joined in the general

revelry. And it came to pass that Rachel and Leah, the wives of

Jacob, and Dinah, his daughter, felt a great desire to witness this

scene of enjoyment, and together they repaired to the place

where the festivities were held. All the nobles of the city were
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present, and Shechem, the son of the king, was also one of the

participants”. *
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He happened to see Dinah, and was immediately attracted by
her great beauty and modest appearance. .... He immediately

sent twelve servants to the house of Shechem to demand the girl,

but they were insolently met by the prince's retainers and driven

back to Jacob. He said nothing, but waited quietly until his sons
should return to their home. *
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" When Jacob realised the result of their rashness he was grieved,
angered, and alarmed". What is this that you have done to me !I" he
exclaimed. "In this country | thought | had found rest, and now

when the relatives of these people learn what you have done they

will fall upon me and destroy me and my house". *°
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"Behold, we gathered our herds together and proceeded upon the
road to Shechem, and this coat we found by the way, in the

wilderness, torn, smeared with blood, and trampled in the dust.
Examine it, we pray thee, and see whether or not it be the coat of
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thy son." Jacob immediately recognised Joseph's coat, and fell with
his face to the ground. He remained motionless for a long time, and
then he arose and wept aloud, crying, " It is my son's coat. >*
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“The men repeated these charges to Potiphar, who returned to
His house in a great rage against Joseph, and commanded at
once that the lad should be whipped severely. During the
infliction of this punishment Joseph cried aloud, raising his
hands to Heaven, " Thou knowest, oh God," said he, " that |
am innocent of all these things ; wherefore, shall I die through
falsehood”. >
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“When Joseph saw that his father was dead he fell upon the
cold face, upon the cold face, and wept bitterly, and cried
aloud in anguish,"My father ; oh, my father...Then Joseph
commanded the physicians to embalm his father's body, and
he, with all his family and relatives and Egyptian friends,
lamented for seventy days”. %
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“When the city have been captured he marched with his princess
and officers into the Temple, on one of the walls he found the mark
of an arrow's head as though somebody had been killed or hit near
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by, and he asked. Who was killed here: "Zachariah the son of
Yehoyadh, the high priest answered the people; he rebuked us
incessantly on account of our transgressions, and we tired of his
words, and put him to death”.57
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“When he was about eighteen years old, Moses visited his father
and mother in Goshen; and going also where his brethren were
working he saw an Egyptian smiting a Hebrew, and he killed the
Egyptian and fled from Egypt, as the occurrence is related in the
Bible”.**
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“And Moses lived with Re'uel, and he looked with favour upon
Ziporah, the daughter of his host, and married her”.
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“Biblical laws were changed during the period of history recorded
in clap Bible, so afterward the laws, amendments, and changes

could be made, which are recorded in the Mishnah and Talmud”.®®
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