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The Myth of King Solomon’s Ring
Origin and Literary Usages

TR o
Abstract:

The myth of King Solomon’s Ring is an allegorical tale narrated in the Talmud, the sacred
book of Jewish jurisprudence, from where the story took a start to assume different shapes
and found its way into the Quranic exegeses as an Israelite tradition of apocryphal
authenticity. And since the literature is a repository of all kinds of mythological traditions,
the myth of Solomon’s Ring has been deployed of necessity in different literary genres like
novel, short story, poetry and folklore. Then there are movies like The Lord of the Rings
that adopted its scenario from a novel by J.R.R. Tolkien. This article is a brief account of
the myth from its origin to the artistic use if it in Arabic, Urdu, Persian and English
literatures.

Keywo rds: Myth, Ring, Solomon, Solomon’s Ring, Comparative Literature, the Talmud, Tafsir.
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-1 Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Gittin, Folio 68a, site:

http://www.come-and-hear.com/gittin/gittin_68.html
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Pervaiz, Ghulam Ahmad, Mu’arif al-Qur’an, New Dehli, 1945AD, vol 3, pg # 422-423.
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Al-Baghawi, Abu Muhammad al-hussayn ibn Mas’ud, Mu @lim al-Tanzil, Beirut, Dar al-Ma’rifah,
1406H/1986AD, Surah Sad 38, Ayah 34, vol 4, pg# 62-63.
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al-Nashr wa al-Tawzi’, 1* edition, 1417H/1997AD, Hadith number 3358, pg # 686.
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Azad, Abu al-Kalam, Anbiya’i Kiram, Lahore, Shaykh Ghulam Ali and sons publishers, pg # 197-
202, 211; Mufti, Muhammad Rafi’, Fahm Din, Lahore, al-Mawrid, 2007AD, pg # 228-254.
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[al-Tunji, Muhammad, al-Mu’jam al-Mufassal fi al-Adab, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al’llmiyyah, 1993AD,
Maddah: Hafiz al-Shirazi wa Ghuwittayh].
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Diwan Khawajah Shams al-Din Muhammad Hafiz Shirazi, Ed. Muhammad Qazwini & Qasim Ghani,
Tahran, Kitabkhana Zawwar, pg # 109.
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Diwan Khawajah Shams al-Din Muhammad Hafiz Shirazi, pg # 82; Iqbal, Zafar, Ab-e-Rawan,
Lahore, Jumhgri Publications, 2011AD, pg # 54.
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. sleep is explained by meditation on the divine perfection, and the perfume by hope of divine

«

favour; gales are illapses of grace; kisses and embraces the raptures of piety; idolaters, infidels and
libertines are men of pure religion, and their idol is the creator Himself; the tavern is the retired
oratory, and its keeper a sage instructor; beauty denotes to the perfection of the Supreme Being; tresses
are the expansion of His glory; lips the hidden mysteries of His essence; down on the cheek the world
of spirits who encircle His throne; and the black mole the point of indivisible unity; lastly, wantonness,
mirth and inebriety mean religious ardour and abstraction from all terrestrial thoughts.”

[Persian Grammar for High School, (Composite with Jam 'ul-Qawa 'id by Muhammad Hussain Azad),
Education Department Punjab, Lahore, Rai Sahib M. Gulab Singh & Sons, Mufid-i-‘Aam Press, Ed. 4,

1909, pp. 67-68]
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