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Abstract

The fundamental tenet governing language usage

KEYWORDS dictates that each word should exclusively convey a

singular, unambiguous meaning. Despite this ideal,
Usiliyyin; languages contain homonyms—words embodying
‘Umiim Al- multiple meanings. Referred to as "Al-Mushtarak,"
Mushtarak; jurists and Usiliyyin permit the intentional use of
HomonymS; homonymous words for a singular intended meaning.
Generality of However, a crucial question arises: can a
Homonyms

homonymous term, originating from a single speaker,
be universally applied to all its literal meanings
without contextual cues? This dilemma, central to
jurisprudential principles, is known as the "generality
of homonyms" or "‘Umim Al-Mushtarak."
Divergent opinions prevail on the permissibility of
the generality of homonyms. Imam Abu Hanifah,
Imam Fakhr al-Din al-Razi of the Shafi‘iyyah,
Shaykh Abi al-Hasan al-Karkht of the Hanafiyyah,
Al-Basri, Abi ‘Al1 al-Jubba’i, and Abu Hashim—
representing Mu ‘tazilah—all deem it impermissible.
123;302?; g;;licationr In contrast, Imam al-Shafi‘1, Imam Malik, Qadi Abu

Bakr al-Bagilani of the Shafi'is, and Qadi ‘Abd al-
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igg O] Jabbar of the Mu‘tazilah permit generality in non-

contradictory meanings. This article meticulously
explores the varied perspectives of scholars in the
field of principles, presenting their respective pieces
of evidence. Furthermore, it delves into the practical
implications of this doctrinal disparity in Islamic
jurisprudence by dissecting two figh issues. The aim
is to shed light on this intricate matter and enhance
understanding within the scholarly discourse.
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