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Abstract

The paper sheds light on a well-known Ethiopian
scholar of Hadith, Shaykh Muhammad bin Al1
Adam Al-Ithyubi. He made a major contribution to
Hadith literature. He was one of the few scholars
who could be called a “Hadith Scholar.” Allah had
bestowed upon him a comprehensive understanding
of the Islamic sciences and he strived hard to revive
the science of Hadith. He dedicated his life to the
dawah and research so that the Muslims may
practice their religion as the earliest Muslims had
practiced it and may avoid the deviations that have
crept into the Muslim Ummah. He reawakened the
Muslim scholars to the study of the Hadith.This is a
short biography and an account of his works in
Islamic Sciences. Specifically, his work in Hadith
Sciences is mentioned and briefly explained.
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Birth, Growth and Education:

The extremely knowledgeable, majestic Hadith scholar, greatest Islamic

jurist, and profound Muslim etymologist Muhammad Ibn Alf B. Adam

B. Musa was born in 1945/1366 in a house of scholarship in Ethiopia.

He was a scholar in diverse Islamic sciences including Hadith,

Jurisprudence, Principles of Jurisprudence, Grammer, Morphology,

Arabic Rhetoric, and many others.' He had started to memorize the

Quran from his father at an early age. Then, his father sent him to

Shaykh Muhammad Qayt B. Wad’i’ to complete his Quranic education.

After completing the Quran, he started his education according to the

system and methodology of institutes in his country. “He has opened his

eyes in an educational setting and grew up in a qualified house, his
father was a scholar and used to teach the Hadith and other Islamic

Sciences. Once Shaykh mentioned a story of his love for Hadith. His

father used to teach Sahih Bukhari, and he was not allowed to sit in the

classroom due to his younger age. But he found the lesson so appealing
that he would listen to that behind the wall.® After memorizing the

Quran, he also memorized the texts of Hadith. Allah has blessed him

with a sharp memory, he memorized many of the summarized texts and

poems dealing with different Islamic Sciences i.e., Alfiya Ibn Malik (a

one thousand lines poem on Arabic grammar), Alfiya as-Suyiiti (one

thousand lines poem on Hadith Sciences). He was skilled in every field
of Islamic knowledge.*

His Mentors:

Teachers play a significant role in a student’s life. His era's best
and most eminent teachers taught Shaykh Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam.
His personality was a testament to his learning from the premier
teachers. Below is an introduction to his teachers.

B His Father: Ali B. Adam B. Miisa Al-Ithyiibi: The father of Shaykh
Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam was a great scholar and noble pious
man. He was a scholar of Figh and Hadith Sciences. He praised his
father at the end of his book Dhakhirah al-"Aqabi fi Sharah al-
Mujtaba.’ He learned from him the Agidah books, Hanafi Figh
i.e., Mukhatsir al-Quduri and its commentaries, Kanz ul Daqaiq
and its explanation Sharah Al Ayni, and others. He had also taken
from his father's books of Figh Principles: Al-Manar and its
commentaries, Al Taudih li Sadr al- SharT’ah and its explanation,
and many more. He had also learned Mathematics, Algebra, and

the science of timing from him.
Then he met many eminent scholars of his country, learned
knowledge from them, and took Ijazah. Some of them are mentioned
here.
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Alamah Muhaddith Shaykh Muhammad b. Rafai” bin Basri: He
was a well-known scholar of Ethiopia and was called Alamah
Muhaddith. Shaykh Muhammad learned from him Jami’ Tirmidhi
and listened to Sunan Abu Daud, Sunan An-Nasai, Sunan Ibn
Majah, and some parts of Sahth Muslim. He also took Ijazah from
him and dictated by his reference.®

Shaykh Muhammad B. Saeed b. Shaykh Ali Al-Duri: He was
called Alamah Nahwi Al-Lughwi Al-Adib. Shaykh Al b. Adam
spent three years in his company and took some parts of Sahthayn
(Bukhari and Muslim) from him. He also learned Grammar and
Morphology, Arabic Rhetoric, Logic, The Ten Sayings Research
and Debate etiquette, and Principles of Jurisprudence. He also took
from him Alfiya B. Malik and its commentaries Sharah Ibn Aqil
and Hashiyah tul Khdhri and many more in different Islamic
Sciences.’

Shaykh Abdul Basit b. Muhammad b. Hasan Al-Ithyubi: Shaykh
Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam learned Arabic Linguistic and
Grammar from Shaykh Abdul Basit b. Muhammad b. Hasan Al-
Ithyubi. He also studied from him Aar’ab ul Muqaddamah Al-
Ajromiyah, Mulhat ul Aar’ab, and its commentaries. He had also
studied some books on Hadith Sciences.

Shaykh Muhammad Zain b. Muhammad Al-Ithyubi: He studied
“Sahth Muslim” with its Sharah An-Nawaw1 and the first part of
Sunan Al-Bahqt from Shaykh Zain b. Muhammad Al- Ithyubi. He
had also listened to a huge part of Sahih Al-Bukhari with its Qirat,
Tafsir ul Quran Al-Karim, books of al-Balagah Jawahir ul
Maknoon and Tadrib ul Rawi from him.

Shaykh Muhammad Awal ul Waraji: Shaykh Abdul Basit b.
Muhammad b. Hasan Al-Ithyubi had attended his many lectures.
He had learned Awail ul Sunabilyah and many other books of
Hadith Sciences and took Ijazah from him.®

Shaykh Muhammad Thani b. Habib Al-Ithyubi: He had studied
Jamai” ul Jawamail® with its commentaries and some part of
Shatibiya from Shaykh Muhammad Than1 b. Habib Al-Ithyubi. He
had also taken.

Shaykh Abdul Jalil b. Shaykh Ali Al-Burdi: He had studied Tafsir
ul Quran ul Karim from Shaykh Abdul Jalil b. Shaykh Ali Al-
Burdi.

Shaykh Idris Qayu: He had studied some parts of Minhaj ul Talibin
of Imam Nawawi from Shaykh Idris Qayi. It is a book by Figh
Shaf™1.
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B Shaykh Muhaddith Muhammad Al-Muntasir Al-Katani: He had
attended a few lectures of Hadith scholar Shaykh Muhammad Al-
Muntasir Al-Katani and took Ijazah from him.’

B Shaykh Muhammad Qayii b. Waddi: He learned the Quran from
Shaykh Muhammad Qayii b—Waddi after his father.'

Al-Ithyub1 mentioned more than twenty scholars in his biography from

whom he took knowledge in Ethiopia. Then he migrated to Makkah

from Ethiopia at the age of forty. The rest of his life, he spent in

Makkah. He met over forty scholars in Makkah, attended them, and

took Ijazah from them. Some of the most famous are mentioned above.

Migration and Life in Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah:

In 1980/1401 Shaykh migrated from Ethiopia to Saudi Arabia
Makkah, due to communist rule in Ethiopia. The Communist party was
running the country and was very oppressive towards the Muslims from
practicing and learning Islam. In 1401, they had allowed only forty
people to perform Umrah. Shaykh mentioned he was the 37" person to
be allowed to perform Umrah. When he came to Makkah, he stepped
back from the decision of returning to his own country and fled away.
He decided to live in Makkah and spend the rest of his life in this city."'
Shaykh was a great scholar of Hadith in Ethiopia. He used to teach
Sahth Al-Bukhari and other books of Hadith in his country. Someone
suggested he begin educating at the Arab Institutes, but he did not bring
his certificates. In Arab Institutes certificates were required to start
teaching. So, he was admitted to a primary school in Makkah.
Afterward, he was admitted to “Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah” for a higher-
level degree. During his admission interview in “Dar ul Hadith
Khayriyah,” the interviewer analyzed his ability and judged his
knowledge. The interviewer told the administration that he (Shaykh) is
not an ordinary student. The principal Alt ibn Amir was told about his
journey of Knowledge and migration from Ethiopia to Makkah. The
administration of “Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah” admired his knowledge
and accepted him as a teacher and the journey started. There was a
problem, Shaykh could not speak the Arabic language fluently.
Languages are always based upon two types of skills: productive and
receptive. Productive skills include speaking, writing, and receptive
skills based on reading and listening. Shaykh had exceptional receptive
skills but was not fluent in speaking and writing. He started to focus on
productive skills and mastered them in six years. After completing his
learning process, he began teaching higher-level classes in Dar ul
Hadith Khayriyah, also in the mosque of Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah.
Until his death, he taught in Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah.'? Every year,
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several students graduate under his supervision in Dar ul Hadith
Khayriyah and spread over the countries. They are expanding his
legacy of knowledge and playing their part in elevating his ranks in
Jannah. The famous methodology of giving Hadith Lectures in Saudi
Arabia is: One of the students in Hadith class read the text and then
Shaykh explains it according to their style. However, the methodology
of Shaykh Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam was different. He used to read
the text by himself and afterward describe the text in detail. He used to
start the lecture from start to end by himself but in his last three years
due to his illness, his student Ali al Awlaki read the Hadith text. !

Life Routine and consciousness for time:

He had never wasted his time on activities which never gave
any benefit. He used to spend truly little time on worldly affairs. He
was very swift in talking, walking, and eating. The stories told by his
fellows and students depict how conscious he was in spending his time.
Shaykh Shoaib Ahmed Mirpuri was a class fellow of Shaykh
Muhammad B. Ali Adam. He said that all the students would go out for
a picnic with food and tea after every few days for refreshments and he
would drive the minibus by himself. They had also pushed the Shaykh
Muhammad b. Ali Adam along themselves. But he came with them
only once a week and whenever he used to go, he said: O Allah Help,
Time wasted. Until he had stopped going with us.'* He used to take
advantage of the times that most people consider wasted. He made
useful the times of eating, resting, and the minutes between his various
works. He used to arrange the text of his books, write the commentary
of the text, and memorize the poetry. Despite his lectures, he used to
cram the ten couplets daily. Another incident of timesaving mentioned
by a student: It is one of the wonders of the events I attended, and I will
not forget. Our Shaykh was sick with Alzheimer's disease. So, we went
to the doctor, who advised him to walk for at least half an hour daily.
Shaykh flew off the handle at this advice and told the specialist,
surprisingly “Half Hour! How much knowledge can I write in half an
hour?” “It is enough to walk to the mosque and climb the stairs”
Shaykh had strictly occupied himself with teaching and writing. He
used to stay away from social media and TV programs. Shaykh Makki
said that: even he found it difficult to take even a minute of Shaykh’s
time."

Illness and Death:

Shaykh - may Allah have mercy on him - was afflicted with
several diseases for the last five years of his life, which made him stop
writing, especially in the final four years of his life, and he confined
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himself to teaching. He was grieving over this interruption, but he was
patient and calculated, and once he said: “The existence of a disease
that does not allow a person to sit is good and has a reward.”"

He passed away on Thursday morning, October 08, 2020/ Safar 21*
1442H. His funeral prayers were performed in Haram Al-Makki.
Introduction of the writings of Shaykh:

Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Ithyub1 authored many
books during his stay in Dar-ul- Hadith Khariyah. Several of his books
are in Hadith Science, and some are in other fields of Islamic sciences.
Many of his books remained unpublished. We can divide his books into
these sections.

€ Books in Hadith Sciences
€ Books in other Islamic Sciences
Books in Hadith Sciences:
Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam al-Ithyubi has written in
every field of Hadith Sciences.

1.  Dhakhirat ul-"Uqaba Fi Sharah Al-Mujtaba, Dar Ibn Al Jawzi

2. Al Bahr Ul Muhit Al- Thajaj Fi Sharah Sahth Al-Imam Muslim
B. Hajjaj

3. Mashariqg Ul Anwar Al-Wahajaah Wa Matali® Al-Israr Al-
Bahajah Fi Sharah Sunan Al-Imam Ibn Majah

4. TIthaf Ul Talib Al-Ahwdhi Bi-Sharah Jamiya Al- Imam Al-
Tirmidhi

5. TIthaf Ul-Nubala

6. Qurah Tul Ain Muhtaj Fi Sarah Mugaddamah Sahih Al-Imam

Muslim,

7.  Alfiah i‘lal Al-Hadith Al-Musamatu Shafiah Al-Jll Bimhmat

‘Im Al-i‘lal — Ma“ sharhiha: Mazil Al-khilal

8.  Aljihr Al-Nafis F1 Nzm Asma’ Umratb Al-Misiifin Bi-tdIis
9.  Mnziumat ‘mdat Al-Mkhtat F1 M rft Asma’ Min Rm1 Bilakhtlat
10.  Shrah Alfiah Al-Syuti F1 Al-Hadith
11. Idah AIl-Sbil Fi Sharh Ithaf Al-Nbil Bmhmat ‘Im Al-jarh
Wwalt'dil
12.  Aljlis Al-’amin Shrah Tdkirah Al-Talbin Fi Bian Al-Madi
Wa’agnaf Al- Wada‘in
13.  Tadhkrah Al-Talbin F1 Bian Al-Mudia® Wa’'asnaf Al-Wada‘in
14.  Ithaf AI-Nbil Bmhmat ‘Im Al-Jrah Wa AI-T"dil
15.  Qurat Al-"ain F1 Talkhis Taragm Rijal Al-Swahihain
Books in other Islamic Sciences:
The list of his books in other Islamic sciences is:
1. Al Amanah Al-Rdiah F1 Shrah Al-Drah Al-Mdiat 1 Nzm Tiihid Al-
Briah (Sharh Alfiah Al-Tuhid)
2. Alfiah Al-Tahid Al-Msmat: Al-Driah Al-Mdiah F1 Nazm Tahid
Al-Briah
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3. Alkakb Al-Sat* Nzm Jam’i Al-Jawam ‘i Lilstiti Um‘h Shrhh Al-

Musamma Al-JIis Al-Salih Al-Naf‘i Bitadith M‘an1 Al-Kukb Al-

Sat‘i
4.  Almanhiah Al-Rdiah F1 Sharh Al-Thfiah Al-Mrdiah F1 Nzm Al-

Msa'il Al-"astiliah ‘li Trigiah Ahl Al-Sunnah

5. Alsniah Al-Thfiah Al-Mrdiah F1 Nzm Al-Msa’il Al-"asiiliah ‘li
Trigiah Ahl Al-Sunnah Al-Sawniah
6. Fath Al-Qrib Al-Mjib F1 Shrah Mdn1 Al-Habib Mmn Iwali Mughni

Al-Labib
7. Shrahh Al-Kbir ‘lal Alfiah Al-Stat1 F1 Al-Hadith
8.  The list of his unpublished books is given below:

9.  Shrah Alfiah Al-Stuti F1 ‘Im Al-Blajiah Al-Msmbhiah: u‘qud Al-

Jman

10.  Shrah Qt'h Min Kitab Al-Sharh Min Sunan Ibn Majah

11.  Nazm khatimatul Kitab (Almisbah Al-Munir) Lilfiaim1

12.  Tfsir Lil Qur’an Al-Kartim

13.  Altrfiah Mukhtsr Al-Shafiah

14. Nazm A L'qidah Al-Wastiah Lishih Al-Islam Abn Timiah

15. I'rab Al-ajrumiah

16.  Mjm‘ Al-Fwa’id Umnb‘ Al-‘wa’id If A’alsanid Wal’atbat, Uha

Tbth AI-Kbir Al-D1 Akhtsr Mnh Mwahb Al-Samad)

17.  Nzm Mkhtsr F1 ‘Im Al-Fra'id, Wadikr -Rhmh Mfqud

18. Nazm Mugadimah Al-Tfsir Li Ibn Taimiah

19. Nazm Shafiah ibn Al-Hajib

20. Nzm Al-’ahadit Al-Mtwatrt

21.  Rijz F1 ‘Im1 Al-‘rad Walqwafi

22. Ithaf Dwy Al-Hamah Bimasa'il Muhimmah
Introduction of Hadith Commentaries:

A brief introduction to his books is mentioned here.
® Dhakhirah al-"Aqabi fi Sharah al-Mujtaba:

This is the greatest and unselfish work of Shaykh Muhammad B.
Ali B. Adam al-Ithyubi. It is a forty-two-volume explanation of Sunan
an-Nasai. It is a showcase of his tremendous and incredible scope of
knowledge in Hadith sciences. One of the advantages of his book
Dhakhirah al-"Aqabi Sharah Sunan An-Nasai is that it combines all the
features of his approach and method in the introduction to his books
and the explanation. It has been printed twice. Dar ul Miraaj and Dar ul
Baroom published the first printing in 1416/1996 and Dar ibn al Jawzi
issued the second printing in 1432/2011. This book consists of 19797
pages in forty-two volumes.'’

Shaykh, the Hadith Scholar of the lands of Yemen, Mugqbil b. Hadi
al-Wwadi’1 said about this book, “[This explanation] is written in the
manner of Fath al-Bart by al-Hafiz B. Hajar.
® Al Bahr ul Muhit al-Thajaj fi Sharah Sahth al-Imam Muslim b.

Hajjaj:
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The book is the explanation of Sahih of Imam Muslim b.
Hajjaj named as Al Bahr ul Muhit al- Thajaj fi Sharah Sahih al-Imam
Muslim b. Hajjaj. It contains Twenty-four volumes and 30475 pages.
Dar ibn al Jawzi gpublished this book in 1426/2005 and edited it twice in
2014 and 2018.'
® Qurah tul Ain Mahtaj fi Sarah Muqaddamah Sahih al-Imam

Muslim:

This book is the scholarly work of Shaykh Muhammad B. Ali b.
Adam al-Ithyubi. It is the Muqaddamah of Al Bahr ul Muhit Sharah
Sahth al-Imam Muslim and entitled as Quirah tul Ain Mihtaj fi Sarah
Muqgaddamah Sahih al-Imam Muslim. It consists of two volumes
and 1012 pages. Dar ibn Al Jawzi published it in 1424/2003."
® Mashariq ul Anwar al-Wahajaah wa Matali' al-Israr al-

Bahajah fi Sharah Sunan al-Imam ibn Majah:

It is the explanation of Sunan of Imam ibn Majah. It has four
volumes and 2240 pages. Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam had
planned to complete the book in twelve volumes. However, due to his
illness, he couldn't write in his last long stretches of life and left the
book i%complete. This book was published in 1427/2006 by Dar ibn Al
Jawzl.
® [Ithaf ul Talib al-Ahwdh1t bi-Sharah Jamiya al- Imam Al-

Tirmidhi:

This book is the explanation of Jamiya al- Imam Al-Tirmidhi.
Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam started to draft this book on Sunday
morning right after the fajr prayer. It was the year of 1432 Safar. This
book was completed in 1437 and published by Dar Ibn al Jawzi. It
consists of six volumes and pages are 4909*'.
® [thaf ul-Nubala’:

This book is a compilation by Shaykh’s student, Abu Hammam B.
Muhammad B. “Alf Al Somai’. Shaykh Muhammad b. Ali b. Adam had
not written the explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari. He used to teach Fath-
ul-Bari's explanation of Sahih al-Bukhari and praised it. Shaykh
commented and corrected some parts of Fath-ul-Bari during his
lectures. So, Ithaf ul-Nubala” is a compilation and traces of correction
in his lectures compiled by his students. It was published in 1443 in 138
pages.”” After the death of Shaykh Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam, many
of his manuscripts appeared in print.

The Indo-Pak subcontinent suffers mainly because of language
problems. An organized translation movement can make his literature
popular in the academic circles of the non-Arabic world. The great
scholars of Muslim Ummah not only recognized the contribution of
Shaykh’s work to the Hadith sciences, but some of them also
acknowledged that they have benefited from Shaykh's scholarly
endeavors. One of his students said:
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“He was the fragrance of the early centuries in this age of
famine (of knowledge) and ignorance.”
May Allah accept all his efforts and allow the students of
knowledge to benefit from his writing. Ameen.

Conclusions:

Shaykh Muhammad B. Ali B. Adam Al-Ithyubi was an
Ethiopian scholar. In 1980/1401 Shaykh migrated from Ethiopia to
Saudi Arabia Makkah, due to communist rule in Ethiopia. Here, he
started to teach in "Dar ul Hadith Khayriyah" Makkah. There is no
question that the Shaykh worked hard and burned the lamp of his life
from both ends to gain expertise in Hadith sciences. His biography tells
us, how sincere he was in getting the Knowledge of Hadith. He had
opened his eyes in an educational setting and grew up in an educational
house. He was very conscious of spending his time. The Shaykh
emerged as a blessing of Allah and revived the sweet memories of the
earlier Hadith scholars. He had added the great commentaries of Hadith
books and many others in Hadith literature.

Shaykh authored books in different fields of Islamic Sciences.
He wrote on the topics of Jarah and Ta'dil, Aqidah, and Arabic
Grammar. He had written summaries and explanations of many books.
Many of his books are poetry-based summaries which he had written
for the student of knowledge to memorize the knowledge easily. Like
grammatical rules, Definition, and types of Jarah and Ta'dil, Rijal al-
Sahthayn, Maratib ul Maiisiifin bi Tadlis, etc.

Several of his works act as the head and express the basis of Shaykh
Muhammad’s research. It is a showcase of his tremendous and
incredible scope of knowledge in Hadith sciences.
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