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"On close examination of the passages, we also find what seem to be

contradiction among them, or differences in emphasis at any rat." (1)
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"The broad thematic area of warfare and jihad in the Quran Present a
number of difficulties. Before we come to the problem of historical and
chronological context, we have the even greater problem of apparent
contradiction to put it mor precisely, a number of discrete themes
relating to fighting and jihad appear in the Quran that are not out first

glance, easy to reconcile with one another". ()
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"Injuction to selfrestrain and patience........ and be pataient"

Lo e b Ot I o S e AL 20T Ul

-,/;d)gml dusls

&) Gt 2 (A pdlalr ) ilhe 3 §RaSodly SO Jor (A1 31 B
30 0238 815 O Gl gl 38 5 55 1o i L1 5 5
(") &otmall 5 58 052 (5 e 8 U o

"Permission to engage in defensive war - They have been wronged"
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"Permission on wage offensive war - the first to violate these limits"
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"The lifting of some or all these restrictions,.....without every strategem"
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"Patience with the people of the book - and trust in God"
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" Loss of this patience, accompanied by the requirement......... andhave been humbled.”
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"Evedence of internal tension and reluctance to fight" (11)
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"Strictly speaking they do not seem to constitute and most likly were not

meant to constitute a coherent doctrine in and of themself". (12)
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"But what of those of verses sometimes reffer to as the "sword verses"
that call for killing unbelievers such as, "when the sacred month have
passed slay the idolater where ever you find them, and live in wait for
them at every place of ambush (9:5)? this is one of number of Quranic
verses that are cited by critics to demonstrate the inherently voilent

nature of Islam and its scriptur.”" (14)
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"After the conquest of Mecca Muhammad declared "war to the knife"
against all those who remained idolaters, instructing his followers to kill

any pagans they encountered on the spot. His ruthlessness brutality

served to strenghten his hand with opponents and allies alike" (15)
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"While its immediate subject is the pagan Arabs a narrow application
sustained by early comentators. Later muslim jurist would use this verse

to proclaim a universal jihad( 17)
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"During the period of expansion and conquest many of the Ulama

enjoyed the royal patronage and provided a rational for calphs to persue

their imperial dreams and extend the boundries of their empires." (18)
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The result is compelling. At first Muhammad and his community in Mecca, in
a possition of weakness avoid use of violence though hey do not "turn the other
cheek", with the hijra of Emigration to Medina in 1/ 622 and founding of a new
state here organized violence becomes an option, but practiced sparingly and

with in traditional restraints. In time as Muhammad's gains in strenght and his

conflict with Mecca grows more bitter, these restructions are cast away. (19)
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The Quranic command to fight was in response to the political realities
of arabia and its environ, and the necessity of preserving the physical
integrity of Muslim community was understood to be the only way to do

so. (20)
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"The Ulema were initially baffled as to which verses to codify into the
Shari'a worldview - the one that states there is no coercion in religion
(2:256), or the ones that command believers to fight all non-Muslims till

they either convert, or at least submit, to Islam." (21)
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"Muhammad failed as a prophet but succeeded as a statesman" (30)
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"Evidence of internal tension and reluctance to fight" (40)
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After the conquest of Mecca Muhammad declared war of knife (62)
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instructing his followers to kill any Pagans they encountered on the

spot(64)
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"His ruthlessness brutality severd to strenghn his hand with opponents

and allies alike"(66)
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